I FIND MY FORTCXE

And all were white,
In the carpenter's shop there were three or four
sacks of cement, and with this we sealed the chamber
before we did anything else. This wcrk we did,
masked and gloved. Palin would not allow me to
enter and bring out our lamp: so we cut the wire
and left the lamp in the chamber, and Stiven brought
one from the coach-house to take its place.
Since I laid most of the stones, I must confess
I was glad that the lamp I had hung was put out,
for though Harris and Bunch lay in shadow, the
light had been falling on Father Herman's face:
and this was not fit to be seen, for his eyes were half
out of their sockets and his lips were drawn back
and the poor wretch had bitten his tongue, the end
of which was hanging in a smother of blood.
To draw up the shutter proved simpler than we
had hoped: but, what was more to the point, we
found that, as \vith the tread, we could draw it
clean out of its grooves and take it away. This we
did without fear for our masonry, for the cement
we had used was what is called ' quick-drying/
and, when the cascade was falling, all the weight of
the water fell clear of the wall. Then we replaced
the tread, proposing later to have another rise
fashioned, to block up the hole. But this, in fact,
we never took the trouble to do.
Then we returned to the dungeon, to find the water
falling as it had fallen before, and the way to the
chamber at once concealed and obstructed as though
it did not exist.
And now seven daj^s had gone by,
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